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ROYAL PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA APPOINTS  
JOE HISAISHI AS COMPOSER-IN-ASSOCIATION 

 
Japan’s most influential composer of film and classical music – Joe Hisaishi - has been appointed by 
the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra (RPO) as its Composer-in- Association, with effect from 6 April 2024. 

 
Joe Hisaishi is a revered Japanese composer who produced all the music for the magical Studio Ghibli 
animations of Oscar-winning director Hayao Miyazaki. The appointment follows a successful 
collaboration on the ‘Symphonic Celebration’ album released on the Deutsche Grammophon label, 
after which the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra invited Joe Hisaishi to become its Composer-in-
Association. The three-year appointment will include new commissions for the RPO, concerts in 
London and around the world, studio recordings as well as Maestro Hisaishi’s involvement in new 
digital and technology based RPO projects. 

 
This appointment is the latest in a series of strategic additions to the RPO’s leadership team - following 
the appointment of Sarah Bardwell as the RPO’s new Managing Director and the recently appointed 
Director of Artistic Planning & Partnerships, Tom Philpott. 

 
The coming together of Joe Hisaishi and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra marks the start of a very 
special partnership. This weekend’s RPO concerts with Joe Hisaishi in Paris have sold more than 37,000 
tickets and the RPO/Hisaishi Royal Albert Hall concerts later this year have already sold out. 

 
Tom Philpott, Director of Artistic Planning and Partnerships at the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
said: ‘We are thrilled to welcome Joe Hisaishi to the RPO – an enormously talented conductor, 
composer and pianist and a ground-breaking artist in terms of opening up the world of orchestral 
music to more diverse audiences. Maestro Hisaishi’s arrival will make a significant contribution 
towards realising the RPO’s mission to enrich lives through orchestral experiences that are 
uncompromising in their excellence and inclusive in their appeal.’  
 
Joe Hisaishi commented: ‘I am deeply honoured to become Composer-in-Association with the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra.  I am very much looking forward to collaborating with this wonderful 
Orchestra on some very exciting projects.’ 
 
Kleopatra Sofroniou, General Manager Classics, Deutsche Grammophon adds: ‘The team at DG 
congratulates Joe Hisaishi on this exciting new artistic partnership with the Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra. We are pleased that Joe’s collaboration with the Orchestra on his debut album for our label 
was the start of something bigger - and it’s wonderful that news of this new relationship comes on 
the same day as we announce Joe’s second DG album “Joe Hisaishi in Vienna,“ including world 
premiere recordings of two of his newest compositions.’ 
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Notes to editors  
 
About the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
RPO’s unique position in the orchestral world is powered by its mission to enrich lives through 
orchestral experiences that are uncompromising in their excellence, wide-ranging in their appeal and 
inclusive in their delivery. Performing approximately 200 concerts each season and with a worldwide 
live and online audience in excess of 60 million people, the RPO acts as a cultural ambassador for the 
UK on the world stage and enhances the social and cultural fabric of local communities at home 
through a wide range of community, education, inclusion and wellbeing programmes.  
 
https://www.rpo.co.uk  
 
About Joe Hisaishi 
He started to show his interest in minimal music when he was a student at Kunitachi College of 
Music, and started his career as a contemporary music composer. Since his debut, he has released 
nearly 40 solo albums. In February 2020, he global released a collection album entitled Dream 
Songs: The Essential Joe Hisaishi and Songs of Hope: The Essential Joe Hisaishi Vol. 2 on DECCA 
GOLD. June 2023, The first CD Symphonic Celebration released from Deutsche Grammophon hit the 
first prize on US Billboard Classical Albums & Classical Crossover Albums Chart twice. Hisaishi has 
produced music for 11 Hayao Miyazaki films. He also composed the music for Takeshi Kitano, Yojiro 
Takita, Sang-il Lee, Isao Takahata and Yoji Yamada. Since September 2014, he has started 
contemporary music concert series called “JOE HISAISHI presents MUSIC FUTURE”. 2017, he also 
starts to present world tour “Joe Hisaishi Symphonic Concert: Music from the Studio Ghibli Films of 
Hayao Miyazaki’’. In July 2019, he also started leading a concert series “Future Orchestra Classics 
(FOC)”. 
 
In recently years, he composed new works in a contemporary music style, including The East Land 
Symphony (Symphony No. 1) (2016), Asian Symphony (2017), The Border Concerto for 3 Horns and 
Orchestra (2020), Symphony No. 2 (2021) , Metaphysica (Symphony No. 3)(2021) and Viola Saga 
(2022). He holds two positions, as Music Partner with New Japan Philharmonic Orchestra and as 
Principal Guest Conductor with Japan Century Orchestra. Joe Hisaishi is the Music Director designate 
with Japan Century Symphony Orchestra starting from April 2025.  
  
https://joehisaishi.com/  
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