Daniel Harding,
rehearsing with the
London Symphony
Orchestra, above, for
which he is principal
guest conductor. Mr.
Harding, now 35, has
been conducting
orchestras in Europe
since he was a
teenager.
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IGNIFICANT careers sometimes

explode from chance events. This

happened two decades ago in Man-

chester, England, when a teacher

at a music school taped a rehearsal that his
16-year-old pupil was conducting.

The tape was sent to the eminent con-
ductor Simon Rattle, who no doubt gets
sackfuls of such things. And there the mat-
ter might have ended, with a polite ac-
knowledgment and a “best wishes for the
future” note.
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But it just happened that the piece on
the tape was Schoenberg’s “Pierrot
Lunaire,” which Mr. Rattle was preparing
at the time. So he listened, was impressed,
invited the teenager for a meeting and de-
cided, as he later told me, that here was “a
staggering, natural, physical gift.”

“I don’t think any of us could say where
it came from,” Mr. Rattle added, “but he
hadit.”

As a result the young man became the
maestro’s protégé: attending rehearsals,
watching, learning, occasionally being
passed the baton. Before long he became
an assistant to Claudio Abbado, who called
him “my little genius.”






